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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the 
basis for all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

V 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this 
action can be found in a prior Office action. 

3. Claims 1-12, 15-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Dettmer [US 20050063533 A1] in view of Kingen et al 
[US 4,496,799]. 

Regarding claim 1 , Dettmer discloses a communication apparatus 
having a one-way speakerphone operation, as shown in Fig. 1, comprising: 

a handset (16) connected to the communication apparatus (10) by a 
transmit-receive line, wherein the transmit-receive line (i.e. full-duplex) is 
enabled when the handset of the communication apparatus is off-hook 
[Fig. 1; Para: 0011; 0030]; 
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a speaker (44) outputting a sound of the handset communication; and 
a central control device (38) controlling the one-way speakerphone 
function [Fig. 1; Para: 0031-0033] ; 

wherein a conversation signal is transmitted through the speaker in 
response to the handset being off-hook, the one-way speakerphone 
operation gain control, and dialing being completed, wherein these three 
functions are inherently performed in the one speakerphone (10) operation 
[Figs. 0037-0046] . 

Although Dettmer teaches the one-way speakerphone operation by 
automatic gain control (AGC) (i.e. muting) in conjunction with a state 
machine (60) [Figs. 2-9b; Para: 0251-0262], he does not teach expressly 
an input key part comprising a selection key for the one-way speakerphone 
operation using a keypad. However, it may be noted that this is basically 
replacing the automatic gain control function of Dettmer by a manual mode 
of operation using a selection key. 

Kingen et al teach an input key part (i.e. keypad K1 ) comprising a 
selection key for the one-way speakerphone operation and a plurality of 
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dial keys [Fig. 1; col. 1, Iine62 to col. 2, line 21; col. 2, line 35 to col. 5, line 
7; claims 5, 7]. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Kingen et al with 
Dettmer to provide a selection key (i.e. manual mode) for the one-way 
speakerphone operation as an alternative method to the automatic gain 
control method of Dettmer. 

Claims 3, 6, 17 are essentially similar to claim 1 and are rejected for 
the reasons stated above. 

Claim 21 is essentially similar to claim 1 except for a machine 
readable storage storing information to enable a device to perform a 
method of controlling a communication device. Dettmer further a machine 
readable storage (40) storing information to enable a device (34) to perform 
a method of controlling a communication device (10) [Figs. 1 thru 13b; Para: 
0011; 0031-0034; 0270; 0287]. 
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Claim 22 and 23 are also essentially similar to claim 1 except for a 
speaker being separate from the handset. Dettmer further teaches a 
speaker (44) which is separate from a handset (16) [Fig. 14]. 

Regarding claims 15-16, the limitations are shown above 

Regarding claim 2, Kingen et al further teach the communication 
apparatus having a one-way speakerphone, wherein when the dial key 
signal is not input within a predetermined time of the handset being off- 
hook and with the one-way speakerphone function selection key signal 
being input, the central control device switches to an on-hook dial mode in 
which a user dials with the handset being on-hook, and the conversation 
signal is output through the speaker for a two-way speaker operation [col. 
6, lines 13-41]. 

Claim 4 is similar to claim 2 and is rejected for the reasons stated 
above. 

Regarding claims 5, 18-20, the limitations are shown above. 
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Regarding claim 7, Dettmer further teaches the communication 
apparatus, wherein the transmit-receive line is enabled when the handset is 
off-hook [Fig. 1; Para: 0011; 0029-0031]. 

Regarding claim 8, Kingen et al further teach the communication 
apparatus comprising an input key part (keypad K1 ) comprising a selection 
key for the one-way speakerphone operation of the speaker and a plurality 
of dial keys [Fig. 1; col. 4, lines 31-65]. 

Regarding claims 9-12, the limitations are shown above. 

4. Claims 13-14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over the combination of Dettmer and Kingen et al as applied 
to claim 6 above, and further in view of Parks et al [US 5,877,746 A]. 

Regarding claims 13-14, the combination of Dettmer and Kingen et 
al do not teach expressly using a personal computer interface. 
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Parks et al teach a communication apparatus comprising a personal 
computer interface coupling a personal computer (42) to the control 
device, wherein the personal computer interface interfaces the 

i 

communication apparatus and the personal computer to transmit 
information there between [Figs. 4, 17; col. 6, line 50 to col. 7, line 46]. 

» 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious to a person 
of ordinary skill in the art to combine the teachings of Parks et al with 
Kingen et al in order to integrate the system using the computer interface 
[Parks et al; col. 6, lines 50-64]. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed on Mar 12, 2007 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Ramnandan Singh whose 
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telephone number is (571) 272-7529. The examiner can normally be 
reached on M-TH (8:00-5:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Fan Tsang can be reached on (571) 272-7547. The 
fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained 
from the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status 
information for published applications may be obtained from either Private 
PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is 
available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on 
access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272- 
1000. 

Ramnandan Singh 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2614 




